
The Morecambe Bay Facilitation Fund, Cumbria

Recording and monitoring Butterflies.







Recording Butterflies 

• Easy to count (probably)

• Short life cycles, respond quickly

• Sensitive to the weather

• Occur in a wide range of habitats

• Wealth of information



Butterflies and moths are indicating

• Climate change –

• moving north, 

• earlier in year,

• second broods.

• Species decline 

• ¾ of UK butterfly have 

declined in both range 

and abundance. 





1. Big Butterfly Count

• What is it
• Lovely thing to do
• You get a tick sheet

• When do it 
• 15 minutes sitting in one place 
• Sunny warm day

• How report findings
• There is an app to report findings

• Newsletter of results from 30,000 



2018 Big Butterfly Count feedback



Standardising Recording
• Temperature –

• 17 degrees
• 13-17 if + 60% sunshine

• Wind –
• Beaufort scale, 5 or below, (small trees in leaf begin to sway)

• Time of day -
• 10 – 4 :30 allowable
• But 10:45 - 3:45 ideal

• 5 meter box

• Time of year

• Route



2. Timed Counts
• What is it

• A larger defined area

• When you do it
• Weather Conditions 
• Time taken
• Date
• Map site

• How often
• Once or several times

• Report  online (to UKBMS)

• Google ‘butterfly timed counts’ – UKBMS (Annual Timed Counts) 



Brown Hairstreak



3. Butterfly Transect 

• What is it
• Fixed route surveys

• 40mins

• Sections about 100m

• Weekly

• How to do it
• Standardized  recording 

• How often
• Weekly



Less Effort 
Transect

5 weeks

July 8th

July 15th

July 29th

August  5th

August 12th

Enter Results on the 

UKBMS transect site



Tools to help you



• Summary of transects (G1)

• Field Guidance (G2) 

• How to fill in the form

• how to enter the data on line

• Google ‘Butterfly Transects Resources’ UKBMS



Identification Guides

Butterflies of Britain & Ireland: 
Jeremy Thomas, Richard Lewington

Pocket Guide to the Butterflies 
of Britain and Ireland

Field Studies Council



i Record Butterflies
• What is it

• Phone app

• It has photos to compare

• When to do it
• Click and count species

• Use on walks or formal recording 

• Report 
• Register and click share your data

• Brilliant at finding your location

• Google ‘i Record Butterflies ‘



Butterfly Conservation 
Branches
• Sightings page 

• Expert help

• Identification Days

• Workparties

• Google : ‘Butterfly ConservationCumbria sightings page’



Anania funebris in South Cumbria
Student: Lizz Willott

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

1
7
.0

5
.1

7

1
9
.0

5
.1

7

2
1
.0

5
.1

7

2
3
.0

5
.1

7

2
5
.0

5
.1

7

2
7
.0

5
.1

7

2
9
.0

5
.1

7

3
1
.0

5
.1

7

0
2
.0

6
.1

7

0
4
.0

6
.1

7

0
6
.0

6
.1

7

0
8
.0

6
.1

7

1
0
.0

6
.1

7

1
2
.0

6
.1

7

1
4
.0

6
.1

7

1
6
.0

6
.1

7

1
8
.0

6
.1

7

2
0
.0

6
.1

7

2
2
.0

6
.1

7

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
in

d
iv

id
u

a
ls

Survey date

Marble Quarry Witherslack Wood

Flight period

Site Number 
recorded

Population 
estimate

MQ 152 ~ 500

WW 25 ~ 12

Movements

Maximum distance moved = 103 m
Maximum day between recaptures =17 days



Trends
Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
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